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Marriage and Divorce 


Year after year the presbyteries are asked 
to deal with the issue of changing the Con- 
fession of Faith at Chapter XXVI - “Of Mar- 
riage and Divorce.” There is a danger that 
wearying of this insistence on the part of 
those who have zeal for change, the presbyteries 
will at last succumb. We hope that at least 
this year they will not do so. These are some 
of the reasons: 


1. The proposed new Chapter XXVI is de- 
ficient in style. This may be the least of the 
reasons to oppose the amendment, but is is 
definitely a reason. The Westminster Confes- 
sion of Faith is a noble literary monument. 
Changes in its wording should harmonize with 
the clear, dignified, unambiguous way of ex- 
pressing Divine truth consistently found in the 
Confession. For all the care and thought that 
have undoubtedly been given to the proposed 
amendment it is appropriate to remember what 
a very wise man said a few years ago: “This 
is not a creed-making age.” 

2. The proposed amendment omits impor- 
tant elements of teaching now found in the 
Confession, for example, the vital clause: “yet 
it is the duty of Christians to marry only in 
the Lord”; and the immediately following sen- 
tence of wise interpretation is likewise omitted: 
“And, therefore, such as profess the true re- 
formed religion should not marry with infidels, 
Romanists, or any idolaters; neither should such 
as are godly be unequally yoked, by marrying 
with such as are notoriously wicked in their 
life, or maintain dangerous heresies.” Although 
the proposed amendment says a number of 
sound, positive things about marriage, the omis- 
sions pointed out weaken our Church's stand 
against mixed marriages. 


3. The proposed amendment substitutes for 
the explicit teaching of our Lord on the sub- 
ject of marriage and divorce (see Matthew 5:31, 
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32 and 19.9) the following vague language: 
“The remarriage of divorced persons may be 
sanctioned by the Church in keeping with the 
redemptive Gospel of Christ, when sufficient 
penitence for sin and failure is evident, and 
a firm purpose of and endeavor after Christian 
marriage is manifested.” It seems to me that 
this is to lower the standards of our Church 
to such an extent that our attitude on the 
issue may rightly come to be called easy-going. 
Far worse than this is the way in which our 
Lord Jesus Christ is, in effect, dethroned as 
the only Lawgiver in Zion. If the position He 
so plainly enunciated in the Matthew passages 
above referred to is now to be disregarded, what 
is this but to thrust Him aside in the evident 
interest of heeding the popular clamor for a 
relaxation of the traditional position of Presby- 
terians? Jesus said, “Whosoever shall put away 
his wife, except it be for fornication, and shall 
marry another, committeth adultery: and whoso 
marrieth her which is put away doth commit 
adultery” (Matthew 19:9). 


Let us not cancel out the specific teaching 
of our Lord in favor of a line of reasoning that 
is asserted to reflect a later phase of church 
thinking. To say the least, we are not dispen- 
sationalists! 


—RS. 





Apostolic Preaching 


There is a good deal of emphasis on the 
revolutionary effect of the Gospel, with the 
emphasis on a revolution in social attitudes. 


Is not one of the problems today that in 
much of the preaching and pronouncements of 
the Church social attitudes are preached instead 
of the Gospel? 


A study of the book of the Acts will show 
some interesting facts. The preaching of the 
apostles was in a time of political crisis. Rome 
was ruling by force of arms. Slavery was part 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





of t 
Gree 
sires 


Di 
sona 
the 
and 

Til 
these 
any 
distr 
was 

sins 
ever 


B 
Spit 
will 
the 
Lor 
the 

Jes 


( 
tod 
inc 
col 
wo 














of the social pattern. Immorality was rampant. 
Greed, insobriety, gratification of personal de- 
sires was on every hand. 


Did the apostles preach against these per- 
sonal sins and social problems? According to 
the record they preached Jesus Christ, crucified 
and risen. 


There is not the slightest intimation that 
these men were not true patriots. Nor is there 
any reason to believe that they were not deeply 
disturbed by man’s inhumanity to man which 
was a part of the slave traffic, and of the 
sins of the flesh which were so obvious on 
every hand. 


But these early apostles, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, realized that personal and social sins 
will only be recognized for what they are in 
the light of a transforming faith in the risen 
Lord, and they put preaching the Gospel with 
the resulting conversion of men to faith in 
Jesus Christ as their primary work. 


One can but wonder if much of our difficulty 
today does not lie in the attempt to reform 
individuals and society without the personal 
conversion of the units of society — men and 
women? 


A liberal theologian has recently written that 
to the “fundamentalist” (and we dislike the 
term because of those men who wave the flag 
of “Fundamentalism” today and who attack 
any Christian who disagrees with them) the 
basic “sacrament” is the conversion experience. 
This is certainly not true of evangelical Chris- 
tianity but could well be a danger in regarding 
the conversion experience as all that is neces- 
sary, and should any take such an attitude it 
would show an utter lack of knowledge of the 
doctrine of the Church and the place of the 
sacraments in the life of the individual and of 
the Church. 


While some may have been guilty of such 
an over simplification of Christianity, neverthe- 
less, for the individual, the new birth is the 
beginning of Christian life, whether through 
a transition the time of which the individual 
does not know, or a climactic experience such 
as Saul had on the Damascus road. 


Little is to be gained by telling spiritually 
dead people how to live. What profit is there 


in preaching to non-Christians, telling them how 
to live like Christians? 


Is there not danger of a new and dangerous 
doctrine of the Church being evolved (actually 
a return to Rome), in which spiritual signifi- 
cance is attached to church membership and 
sharing in the sacraments on the part of those 
who have never come to know Christ as Saviour 
and Lord? 


It was not that the early apostles were not 
concerned with world conditions. Nor were they 
insensitive to sin and its effects to be seen on 
every hand. It seems evident that they just 
had the God-given wisdom to go to the root 
and preach the cure for sin, believing that re- 
deemed men would be led of the Holy Spirit 
to bring about the necessary changes in their 
own lives and in the society of which they were 
a part. 


A popular phrase today is: “The Church 
must speak out.” With this we heartily agree, 
and on social and moral issues we presume 
there are times when a corporate voice is 
indicated. But we believe that primarily the 
duty of the Church is to speak out to indi- 
viduals unequivocally with the Gospel message 
of redemption, for it is individuals who are 
the basic elements of society. 


We feel strongly about this because we have 
known so many men who were living in the 
bonds of personal sin and who were completely 
changed following a conversion experience and 
from there on out the Holy Spirit made them 
aware of their obligations to society. 


In the Acts of the Apostles these men went 
out to preach a living Christ in a hostile world. 
They were beaten, imprisoned and threatened. 
But they stood up fearlessly against all opposi- 
tion and continued to preach, not a message 
against the evils of their day, but something 
infinitely more important, the message of faith 
in the crucified and risen Christ. 


If the pulpits of America would return to 
this theme and preach it again and again we 
believe the reformation we need would come 
—because men would be redeemed. 


—L.N.B. 
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Ye Must Be Born Again 


There is a story about a minister who ccn- 
stantly preached on the text, Ye must be born 
again. Someone is supposed to have asked him, 
Why do you always preach on that text? Why 
not preach on some other subject. To this the 
minister replied, I preach on Ye must he born 
again because ye must be born again. 


This reply is a very good reason for preach- 
ing on the text, Ye must be born again. But 
it is not so obviously a good reason for preach- 
ing on this text to the exclusion of everything 
else in the Bible. Some preachers have hobbies 
that they ride. Their pet topic may indeed be 
a very important topic; but it is unwise to 
preach even an important message to the ex- 
clusion of all else. If a preacher always preaches, 
Ye must be born again, he should be told kindly 
to preach on another subject. If (and unfor- 
tunately this is more likely to be the case), he 
never preaches, Ye must be born again, he 
should be told kindly and a little firmly that 
the text is worth preaching on. 


Regeneration is a very important topic. The 
Bible paints the true picture of human nature 
when it teaches that man is dead in sin. The 
carnal mind is enmity against God, for it is 
not subject to the law of God, neither indeed 
can be. All have sinned; there is none righteous, 
no not one; there is none that seeketh after 
vod. But blessed is the man whom thou 
choosest and causest to approach unto thee. Un- 
less therefore God causes a man to turn from 
his sin, unless he renews his will, unless he 
regenerates his nature, the sinner cannot repent 
and cannot exercise faith in Christ. Surely ye 
must be born again. Regeneration is indis- 
pensable to salvation. It is the indispensable 
first event. And as this is the uniform teaching 
of the Bible, it certainly must be preached. 


Yet, for all of this, one may wonder whether 
it is the best message for an evangelistic service. 
Should regeneration be explained to the unre- 
generate? Or should it more particularly be 
explained to those who are already Christians? 


Since regeneration is the work of the Holy 
Spirit, and since therefore a sinner cannot re- 
generate himself, it would not seem that this 
topic is the most important topic for evan- 
gelistic services. No doubt, under certain cir- 
cumstances, regeneration should be explained 
to the unsaved. But more frequently it is 
necessary to explain regeneration to those who 
are regenerated. This is necessary to warn them 
against taking credit for their own salvation. 
They must understand that being born again 
is not something that they have done, but some- 
thing that God did to them. 
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Now, if regeneration is not so pressing a 
subject for evangelistic endeavor, what is? The 
sermons in the book of Acts. the sermons that 
the apostles themselves preached, set us an ex- 
ample. In these sermons the recurring topic is 
the death and resurrection of Christ. Regen- 
eration is touched on lightly, if at all. 


There is a good reasen for this. A well 
known verse says, If thou shalt confess with 
thy mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
thy heart that God has raised him from the 
dead, thou shaltbe saved. Apparently it is 
not necessary to understand regeneration to be 
saved; even though it is absolutely necessary 
to be regenerated to be saved. 


However, though it is not necessary to under- 
stand regeneration to be saved, it is not wise 
to remain in ignorance of the nature of re 
generation. The evangelist himself ought to 
understand regeneration and not confuse his 
audience by telling them, as I have heard evan- 
gelists do, that they must first repent, then have 
faith in Christ, and later on be born again. 


But have | just happened to hear the wrong 
evangelists and am | mistaken in thinking that 
the vicarious death and the bodily resurrection 
of Christ have faded out of contemporary 
evangelism? 


—G.H.C. 





Which Is Ultimate 
A Philosophy of Religion, or the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus? 


This is the issue raised by Tillich’s article, 
The Lost Dimension in Religion, in the Satur- 
day Evening Post. Is religion to be treated 
as the ultimate entity, broader and deeper than 
any concrete religion so that it may sit in judg- 
ment upon each, including Christianity; or is 
Jesus the LORD Who sits in judgment upon 
every human religion and every philosophy of 
religion? 


For Tillich, “our key must be the basic mean- 
ing of religion and not any particular religion, 
not even Christianity.” Similarly, K. Lake of 
Harvard taught that religion lives by the death 
of religions. He thought of Thomas Aquinas 
as the great Christian synthesis and of an in- 
creasing dissolution since. But he was sure 
that the spirit of religion that burned in Plato, 
in the idealists and mystics, in his universities 
in the Netherlands and England would take 
on new life. A third Harvard savant with a 
like emphasis on a philosophy of religion is, 
of course, Ernest Hocking, the author of 
Rethinking Missions and Living Religions and 
a World Faith. For the former of these books, 
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Jesus, Moses, Confucius, Buddha and Moham- 
med are each religious geniuses who have fo- 
cused their ideals drawn from human experi- 
ence upon the cosmic screen, there to be cor- 
rected by the dreams of other empirical idealists 
that one may arrive at “the New Testament of 
every existing religion.” 


According to Living Religions and a World 
Faith, Jesus, Confucius, et al have their little 
closets, we shall thank them but we shall not 
return to them for our “world faith.” 


Thus Tillich, Lake and Hocking, in one way 
or another, place the breadth or depth or height 
of religion, as each defines it, above every 
“narrower” conception even including Christi- 
anity. Now it is no doubt proper for these 
great scholars to sit in judgment upon my 
littlenesses and weaknesses and shortcomings, 
and that of the human responses of my company, 
or of the whole company of those who now 
call themselves Christians. As of old, we have 
not many wise, not many mighty, not many 
noble. Everyone of us is a confessed sinner, 
hopeless in himself. Our apprehension of the 
Christ of God and our response to His Lord- 
ship needs depth and breadth and _ height. 
Judge us as you will. But take care lest in 
judging Christianity you find yourself sitting 
in judgment upon the mighty acts of the living 
God in Christ Jesus. Do not place your philoso- 
phy of religion above Him to Whom God has 
given a place at His own right hand and the 
Name which is above every Name — His own 
great Name of LORD. “Biblical religion dis- 
closes God’s self-revelation, Jesus Christ, the 
wisdom of God, which not only transcends and 
transforms, but also confounds and judges all 
human wisdom, ontology and theology (em- 
pirical idealism and Platonic mysticism) not 
excepted.”’* 


When Tillich spoke in Decatur he described 
his views as much like those of Bultmann, only 
instead of de-mytholigizing the Christian 
kerygma he would de-literalize it. For Hocking, 
specific events can never be essential to a world 
religion for they cannot be proven by rational 
arguments in a philosophical classroom. For 
all idealistic philosophers, general truths are 
above specific events. But against every effort 
to de-mythologize, or de-literalize, or depreciate 
the events of God’s intervention in Jesus Christ 
for us men and for our salvation, the primitive 
Christian kerygma proclaims events that actual- 
ly occurred with the meaning which God has 
given them in His Word, thus: 


Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures. 


He was entombed. 


* H. Kraemer, Religion and the Christian Faith, 
1957, p. 433. 
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He has been raised again the third day ac- 
cording to the Scriptures. 


He was seen to Cephas, to the twelve, and 
to above five hundred brethren at once. 


Paul delivered this first of all to the Corin- 
thian Church even as it had been delivered 
to him first of all, first in time because first 
in importance. ‘There is no philosophy of re- 
ligion that is more ultimate than these ABC’s 
of the Christian Gospel. And with or without 
the labyrinthine depths of philosophers of re- 
ligion, the banners of the living God go forward 
as the Gospel is proclaimed. He Who was cruci- 
fied without the city, is going forth conquering 
and to conquer. And ere long over even the 
turrets of fair Harvard the oriflamme of 
the risen Christ will be flying above the philoso- 
phies of religion. For John Harvard established 
that institution in order that “every student 
lay Christ AT THE BOTTOM AS THE ONLY 
FOUNDATION OF ALL KNOWLEDGE AND 
SEE THE LORD ONLY GIVETH WISDOM.” 


—W.C.R. 





The Church in Your House 
With the Church That Is in 
Their House and the Church 

Which Is in His House 


ICorinthians 16:19; Philemon 2; Colossians 4:15 
(Nymphas) 


When I was in Korea as a missionary I had 
oversight of about twenty churches and one of 
these was just a room in a Christian’s home. 
Aquila and Priscilla had a church in their 
house and all of us ought to have a church in 
our houses. Nymphas had a church in his 
house, and Archippus also. It seemed a very 
common practice among all these Christians. 
Jesus said, where two or three are gathered 
in my name there am I in the midst of them. 
It only takes two to make a church. Dr. Gordon 
tells the story of a man traveling through the 
mountains and seeing a log cabin with an old 
woman standing in the door, called out, Living 
all alone out here, Auntie, and she replied, 
Just me and Jesus, mister. 


The great need of America today is for each 
of us to have a church in our house — a family 
altar — a time when we worship the God and 
Saviour Who made us and redeemed us. I 
have just been rereading a story which brings 
this out in a very tragic way. It is the story 
of a home where there was no thought of God 
or Christ, a home of wealth, but when disaster 
came there was no refuge for them. It was 
only through death and sorrow and shame that 
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they came to know and love the only One Who 
can keep a home together. 


Our land is full of beautiful churches and 
we rejoice that it is, but these cannot take the 
place of the church in the home. “The number 
one need of America is the training of children 
in the home.” I saw this in one of our secular 
magazines, and it is certainly true. We do not 
find juvenile delinquents coming from homes 
where there is a church in the home: a place 
of prayer, and communion; a place of worship. 


May God help us, that, like these early Chris- 
tians, we may have a church in our house and 
worship there. It will mean the richest of bless- 
ings. 





—J.K.P. 
Truths 
Justified: Just-as-if-I’d never sinned. 
Born once — die twice: Born twice — die 


once. 


Faith tests our reason but never contradicts 
our senses. 


Fgotism is the opiate that the devil admin- 
isters to dull the pains of mediocrity. 


Prayer should not be a monologue but a 
dialogue. 


To a prayerful Christian each passage of 
scripture has only one interpretation but many 
applications. 


It is mercy, not justice that we need, Oh Lord! 


Jesus is a “rock” in a weary land, a refuge in 
time of trouble. 


Man’s extremity is God’s opportunity. 


Many men are feeding their bodies well but 
starving their souls. 


Salvation is free but we may have as much 
sanctification as we are willing to pay for. 


God does not destroy unsaved sinners; un- 
saved sinners destroy themselves. 


“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom.” 


This is a day of many acquaintances and 
few friends. The Christian has one real Friend. 


Do not evidence your faith by your words 
only but also by your works. 


The Heart is where motives are born and 
purposes are formed. 


—R.LeC 
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Churchmanship or Effrontery? 


The National Council of Churches has sent 
this Journal a copy of a recent letter from Dr. 
Edwin T. Dahlberg, President of the National 
Council to President Dwight D. Eisenhower. 


This letter is as followss 


NATIONAL CouNcIL oF CHURCHES 
297 Fourth Avenue 
New York 10, N. Y. 


September 9, 1958 
The President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. President: 


People throughout the nation are deeply appre- 
hensive about the crisis in the Far East and the 
policies and practices of all parties involved in it. 
Church leaders and members across our land are 
conveying to me their deep concern. The National 
Council of Churches has long advocated that solu- 
tions be sought to the complex problems of that 
area in peace with honor and with the largest 
measure of justice and freedom. For such reasons 
we supported your call for “the courage to be 
patient” in a previous Formosa Straits crisis and 
your strong leadership then for negotiation and 
peace. We believe that same spirit is imperative 
now for peace. 


Therefore, in view of official policies of churches 
in the National Council, we propose that the full 
weight of the United States government be em- 
ployed in the following ways: 


1. Honorable negotiations should be earnestly 
pursued. We welcome your willingness to renew 
negotiations. We trust these will be carried for- 
ward in a constructive spirit with faith in a peace- 
ful outcome. While the majority of our churches 
recognize military force as a factor for national 
defense, all hold that it is not by the use or 
threat of military might but by persistent and 
unrelenting negotiation that we must seek to re- 
solve the most critical national issues. 


2. A cease-fire should be effected at once by 
all parties. This could save human lives now 
threatened in immediate bombardment and help 
prevent an untoward incident which might trigger 
all-out nuclear war now hovering as a specter of 
fear over mankind. 


3. The Charter and resources of the U.N. should 
be fully invoked for and by all parties because 
this crisis is universal. No few nations can say 
they alone are concerned. As the whole world 
is involved in possible results, the full respon- 
sibilities and resources of the world-wide organiza- 
tion, the U.N., should be brought to bear in this 
crucial matter. The threat and use of force must 
be yielded in favor of the peaceful processes of 
the United Nations. 
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4. Our government should review all the policies 
and problems leading to the present crisis. While 
recognizing the responsibility of cther countries 
in these problems, our own nation should also 
consider its policy in relation to all people and 
governments in the Far East. This course is com- 
mended both by the best interests of the United 
States and the ideals which our nation has cham- 
pioned for the well being of all nations. 


We are gratefully aware of your sincere striving 
for peace. We appreciate every influence you 
exert for moderation in public statements by civil 
and military leaders. We have only partial knowl- 
edge of the responsibility confronting you and 
others in our government, yet we have some under- 
standing of the perplexing problems and terrible 
choices you face. We continue to pray that God 
may guide you, the Secretary of State, and all 
in authority and that policies and decisions may 
be responsive to God’s will for more justice, free- 
dom and peace on earth. 


Edwin T. Dahlberg, President 
National Council of Churches 





Editor’s Note: 


To properly evaluate this letter let us reverse 
the procedure. Suppose the President of the 
United States were to write the President of 
the National Council of Churches and make 
suggestions as to how the affairs of the Church 
“should” be conducted. 


Let us soberly think this over: Has the 
Church (or those who assume the prerogative 
of speaking for the Church) the right to inter- 
fere in matters of government, or is this an 


illustration of rank effrontery? 
* * * * * 


Herewith a copy of a letter which was NOT 
sent but which takes Dr. Dahlberg’s letter and 
presents its implications in reverse. 


The Letter That Was 
Never Written 


THE WHITE HOUSE 


Any recent date will do. 


Dr. Edwin T. Dahlberg, President, 
The National Council of Churches, 
297 Fourth Avenue, 

New York 10, New York. 


My dear Dr. Dahlberg: 


Your letter of September 9th duly received and 
read with a considerable amount of interest. 

I am particularly intrigued by your statement 
that the advice and suggestions contained in your 
letter are given “in view of the official policies 
of churches in the National Council’ for I have 
been unaware that the constituent churches of 
the National Council have official policies with 
reference to political matters, nor was I aware 
of the fact that you are authorized to speak 
for them on such matters. 


In this connection, as President of the United 
States, I, in a sense, represent a constituency of 
some 160,000,000 people but I am specifically en- 
joined from in any way attempting to use my 
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official position to influence the Church or inter- 
fere in matters of religion. 


Therefore, that which I now write I write as 
an individual citizen, and, incidentally, as a church 
member who is deeply concerned about some 
of the problems in the Church as a whole. 


1. I would like to urge upon all Christian min- 
isters honorable acceptance of and compliance with 
those articles of faith, standards or other affirma- 
tions of the content of the Christian faith which 
are a part of the beliefs of their respective de- 
nominations. I urge this because I note that in 
books, published articles and spoken sermons a 
number of these ministers now repudiate, or 
explain away, many of these basic facts of the 
Christian faith, while at the same time they con- 
tinue as active ministers in the Church. 


2. I would like to urge that there shall be no 
cease-fire in the unending battle against Satan 
and his works. I am distressed because even the 
reality of Satan as a malignant personality, the 
persistent enemy of souls, is being denied by some 
while the reality of a place which Jesus called 
Hell is also denied. 


3. Let me urge that the Charter of Christian 
truth shall be fully invoked and the Christ, as 
revealed in that Book, the Holy Scriptures, shall 
be preached for what He is, the Eternal Son of 
God and man’s only hope of salvation. It is my 
conviction that all of the churches which you 
represent will be wise to study this Charter and 
preach the Gospel to be found therein. 


4. The Church should “review all of the policies 
and problems leading to the present crisis” and 
try to ascertain whether she has, trusting in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, faithfully preached that 
which has been committed to her. There are times 
when some wonder whether there are not those 
in the Church who are more concerned about 
making this world a Utopia for the Prodigal rather 
than to point him to the Heavenly Father who 
will forgive his sins through the finished work 
of His Son, Jesus Christ. 


I presume that your suggestion that “our na- 
tion should also consider its policy in relation 
to all people and governments in the Far East” 
is aimed at the recognition of Red China by our 
government. Some of us have felt deeply that 
history, the present world situation and a realistic 
facing of the spiritual and moral principles in- 
volved, demand non-recognition. 


It is comforting to read your admission that 
you have “only partial knowledge” of the respon- 
sibilities and problems which our government is 
facing. Let me assure you that I have only a 
limited knowledge of the problems of the Church. 
I shall continue to pray that the Church shall 
continue to be the Church and that she shall 
faithfully witness to the Gospel as revealed in the 
Scriptures. 


It is true that nuclear war is “now hovering 
as a specter of fear over mankind.” I have dedi- 
cated my life to avert such a tragedy if possible. 


May I suggest that according to the Bible all 
of mankind faces the specter of God’s judgment 
on sin and that it was for this reason He sent 
His Son to avert this judgment for all who will 
accept Him as Saviour. It is my fervent hope 
that you and the churches which you represent 
will dedicate your lives to avert this tragedy for 
those who come under your ministry. 


I shall continue to pray that God may guide 
you, all Secretaries of your Council and all in 
authority in all of the churches that your witness 
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may in every way be responsive to God’s will 


so that the coming of His Kingdom may be 
hastened. 


John Q. Doe, President 
The United States of America 





Dear Editor: 


I should like the JOURNAL’S readers to know 
that in his booklet GOD’S WILL AND OURS, An 
Introduction to the Problem of Freedom, Fore- 
ordination and Faith, Dr. Kenneth J. Foreman 
makes the following statement in regard to the 
Standards of our Church, to which he refers simply 
as our Creed. 


“If a Presbyterian finds this problem of fore- 
ordination and freedom difficult and painful, and 
if his Creed does not furnish him with a way out, 
it at least consoles him with the evidence that the 
same difficulty has baffled wiser men than he. 
Furthermore, there is no use in looking for some 
other creed that does solve the whole problem. 
There is no such creed. And ours, to its great credit, 
(underlinings mine, WDG) does not dodge the 
question, but more than any other highlights it, 
steadfastly refusing to make the dilemma seem 
any simpler than it is.” (p. 26) 


From reading Dr. Foreman’s booklet I get the 
impression that he is honestly critical of the Creed’s 
statements in limited but definite areas, and that 
he is toward the whole notion of the Creed warmly 
sympathetic and wholeheartedly loyal. Certainly, 
toward the whole notion of the Creed, Dr. Fore- 
man does not appear to be critical in an irre- 


sponsible sense, nor deprecatory in an apologetic 
sense. 


Sincerely yours, 
William D. Gray 





Atlanta, Ga., Sept. 22, 1958 
Sir: 


Enclosed check, $3.00 to cover renewal subscrip- 
tion, one year. I am indeed stronger in the faith 
for such an article as “‘Why Does God Love Us?” 
by Dr. Wm. C. Robinson, Feb. 26, ’58 issue. Such 
articles as these merit the time and effort of your 
readers. Again let me thank you for your efforts 
to give Jesus Christ and the Scriptures the 
pre-eminence. 


Sincerely, C. Walker Sessions 





September 30, 1958 
Dear Sirs: 


You have just gone too far in your misrepre- 
sentation of the opinion and sentiment of the 
ministers of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. In 
recent editorials (Sept. 3, Sept. 24, etc.) you have 
represented the Presbyterian ministers of this 
great Church as being against the union (a hold- 
over from your campaign against union a few 
years ago?) of Presbyterian Churches and, if not 


segregationists, then certainly extreme conserva- 
tives. 


I do hope that you will print this letter so 
that persons from other denominations who glance 
at this terribly conservative publication will know 
that there are many who disagree with the above 
named evils of your misrepresentation and with 
the entire policy of your magazine. 
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to provide _. 
genuine : 
learning experiences 


for each age group— 


Our Presbyterian Literature 


zy published by the 
oy] BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U.S. 


You should also print this part, to the effect 
that your magazine is sent without subscription 
and even after being cancelled to Presbyterian 
ministers who promptly discard it in the trash 
basket. Unfortunately, some persons do read it 
and embarrass the thinking ministers of the Pres- 
byterian Church by referring to the highly con- 
servative and outdated thoughts contained therein. 


Now, if there is any possibility of it being 
done, instruct your mail clerk to remove my name 
permanently from the mailing list. 


Cordially, 
J. C. Berbiglia 


Pastor 


1st Presbyterian Church, 
Trinity, Texas 


Editor’s Note: Mr. Berbiglia was extended the 
same courtesy of a trial subscription accorded all 
recent seminary graduates. We have had no pre- 
vious word from him but his name is _ being 
dropped as requested. We will be happy to have 
him elaborate on the “outdated thoughts” to 
which he refers. 





October list, 1958 
Gentlemen: 


My September 24 issue of Southern Presbyterian 
Journal contained several blank pages - fault of 
the printer. Ordinarily I’d let this pass with a 
smile and a toss to the wastebasket, but I would 
very much like to read the editorial “Can a Cal- 
vinist Fall or Does He Only Backslide?” 


I’m neither a Calvinist nor the son of a Cal- 
vinist, so I’ll likely be in total disagreement with 
this editorial. Disagreements aside, however, I 
do admire the spirit governing your editorial poli- 
cies and I find very much of profit in the paper. 


Truly 
J. Ward Shank 
Broadway, Va. 
Editor’s Note: If any other subscribers received 
copies with blank pages we will be happy to re- 


place them on receipt of a card giving name and 
address. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 





thi: 
Sta 
wh 


dai 


of 

ha 
eo 
fes 
Sh 
do 
an 
as 

tl 
fa 

C 
st 








Studies In The Westminster 
Presbyterian Standards 


By Morton H. Smith, 


Belhaven College, Jackson, Mississippi 


STUDY I 


AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 
WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN STANDARDS 


I. Introduction 


We may well ask the question, as we begin 
this study of the Westminster Presbyterian 
Standards, just what these standards are, and 
why should we study them? 


In answer to the question of what the Stan- 
dards are, we may speak of their various parts. 
They represent the formal statement of belief 
of their writers and of those churches which 
have adopted them. They are composed of 
a formal doctrinal statement, namely, the Con- 
fession of Faith, and two Catechisms. The 
Shorter Catechism is a brief statement of the 
doctrines stated in the Confession in a question 
and answer form. It was originally intended 
as a means of instruction of the young in Chris- 
tian Doctrines as found in the Confession of 
faith. We may, therefore, think of the Shorter 


Catechism as an introduction to the longer 
standards. 


The Larger Catechism is an expansion of 
the Shorter Catechism, giving a great deal more 
detail than does the Shorter Catechism. It 
is, at some points, even more detailed than 
the Confession of Faith. For example, the Con- 
fession of Faith deals only with the general 
doctrine of the Law or of Prayer, whereas 
both of the Catechisms give an analysis of 
both the Ten Commandments and the Lord’s 
Prayer, which is not to be found in the Con- 
fession, and of course the Larger Catechism 


has much more detail than the Shorter in 
these parts. 


In this series of studies we are following rather 
closely the Harmony of the Westminster Pres- 
byterian Standards by Dr. J. B. Green. We sug- 
gest that for any serious study of these Standards 
that this work be procured. It will be most 
useful to have in conjunction with this series, 
which in effect will be a commentary on this 


Harmony. 
II. Background of the Confession 
A. The Biblical ground for Creeds 
Before treating the immediate history that 
led to the writing of the Westminster Standards, 
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we should note that there are grounds in the 
Bible for the use of Creeds in the Christian 
Church. The most striking of these is the 
passage that Paul seems to be quoting in 
I Timothy 1:15: “This is a faithful saying and 
worthy of all acceptation ...” The very intro- 
duction of this saying as a “faithful saying” 
indicates that he is borrowing a saying that 
has been passed along in the early Church. The 
saying was: “Christ Jesus came into the world 
to save sinners.” An examination of the saying 
will show immediately that it is not Pauline 
in language, but more nearly Johanine. This 
is not necessarily saying that John was the 
first author of this saying, but it may have 
come from some of his own followers, or per- 
haps from one of the other apostles who used 
the same terminology that John used. Especially 
to be noted in the saying is the use of the 
term “world.” This is typical of John, but 
not of Paul. Thus we have a short summation 
statement, that we may call a creedal statement, 
used in the New Testament. 


There are several other instances of summa- 
tion statements found in the New Testament, 
which point to the use of creedal statements 
by the New Testament Church. For example, 
we have the following: I Cor. 15:3-4; I Tim. 
1:15; 2:3-5; 3:16; 4:10; If Tim. 1:10; 3:16. 
The expression used by Paul in exhorting Tim- 
othy to hold to the faith indicates a formalized 
statement of doctrine “hold the pattern of 
sound words which thou hast heard from me.” 
(II Tim. 1:13; 4:3, Titus 1:9; 2:1; 2:8). From 
this evidence we may conclude that the use of 
statements of beliefs, or creeds, was found in 


the New Testament period, and approved by 
Scripture. 


B. A brief survey of Creeds in the Church’s 
history. 


1. Ancient Creeds 


a. Apostle’s Creed - a brief statement of the 
ancient Church of the leading doctrines of 
the Christian faith. It seems certain that 
this creed did not come directly from the 
Apostles. Its present form is to be dated 
around the 5th Century. 


b. The Nicene Creed 


Coming originally from the Council of 
Nicea 325, it was revised by both the Coun- 


PAGE 9 





cil of Constantinople 381, and the Council 
of Chalcedon 451 A. D. It defines the doc- 
trine of the Trinity, and that of the person 
of Christ. 


c. The Athanasian Creed 


Again it is not likely that this creed was 
written by Athanasius, but seems to date 
from around the 4th or 5th Century. It 
seems to presuppose the other Christological 
and Trinitarian Creeds, with the addition 
of some strong damnatory statements. 


2°. Modern Roman Catholic Creeds 


a. The Council of Trent 1564 A. D. in re- 
action to the Protestant reformation, states 
the Roman theology, in opposition to the 
Protestant Reformation, including anath- 
emas against Protestants. 


b. Roman Catechism which grew out of this 
same Council, intended for religious in- 
struction. There have been additional 
catechisms, such as the Baltimore Catechism 
of this country, and various actions raising 
the papal power to the point of being able 
to make new religious creeds and dogmas, 
which are issued periodically. 


§. Modern Reformation Creeds 
a. Lutheran Creeds and Catechisms 


(1) The Augsburg Confession of 1830, was 
an apology for the Lutheran position. 

(2) Luther’s Larger and Smaller Cate- 
chisms came out in 1529. 

(3) The Formula of Concord of 1577 is 
the great Lutheran Creed to which 
most Lutheran Churches today adhere. 


b. Reformed Creeds (Calvinistic) . 


Dr. Philip Schaff points out the fact that 
there are more than 30 Reformed Creeds. 
We can only mention the most prominent 
of these. 


(1) The Swiss Confession 1562-66 is the 
best of the Zwinglian creeds. It was 
written by Bullinger. 


(2) The Belgic Confession 1561 is still in 
use today by the Dutch and Christian 
Reformed Churches of this country. 


(3) The Heidelberg Catechism is the great 
creed of the German Reformed 
bodies. It was by Ursinus and Olivia- 
nus, being written in 1563. 

(4) The Synod of Dort, 1618-1619, dealt 
with the Arminian heresy, and pro- 
duced the so-called five points of Cal- 
vinism, in answer to the five points 
of attack by Arminius. 
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(5) The Thirty-nine Articles of the Church 
of England are to be mentioned as 
essentially Calvinistic articles. They 
passed through several stages, with 
varied emphasis. By 1562 the thirty. 
nine articles of the present were 
reached, and have remained essentially 
the same since. 


(6) The Irish Articles of 1615 are distinct- 
ly Calvinistic. The Westminster As- 
sembly seems to have followed these 
Articles on many points. 


4. The Westminster Catechisms and Confession. 


For a real understanding of the historical 
background that lies behind the calling of the 
Westminster Assembly one must have some 
grasp of the history of England from the time 
of Henry VIII to the time of the Long Parlia- 
ment. A good brief summation of this history 
may be found in the front of the Confession of 
Faith of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States. 


Suffice it to say that the Westminster Con- 
fession and the Catechisms came as the result 
of the Puritan period in England. The Assem- 
bly was called in July, 1643, and continued 
to meet until February, 1649. The Confession 
was completed December 3, 1646. The Scrip- 
ture proofs were added the next year, being 
completed by April 29, 1647. The Shorter 
Catechism was completed by November 5, 1647, 
and the Larger by April 14, 1648. 


Being produced over a century after the 
Reformation had started, the Westminster 
Standards show the matured thought of the 
Protestant movement. The Assembly had be- 
fore it the various other Reformed creeds that 
had been written to that date. All of this 
together with the fact that there were gathered 
in the Westminster Assembly some 121 of the 
finest Protestant divines of the great period 
of English Puritanism, made for one of the 
finest set of standards to be produced to this 
date. 


The ruling principle upon which the Stan- 
dards were founded is in the following vow. 
which each member took, and which was read 
at the beginning of each week or month. “J do 
seriously promise and vow in the presence of 
Almighty God, that in this Assembly, whereof 
I am a member, I will maintain nothing in 
the point of doctrine but what I believe to be 
most agreeable to the Word of God, nor in 
point of discipline, but what may make most 
for God’s glory and the peace and good will 
of His Church.” In other words, nothing was 
to be included which was not expressly taught 
in the Word of God, or by good and necessary 
inference could be deduced therefrom. We 
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quote the article on the “origin and Formation 
of the Westminster Confession of Faith” found 
in the front of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church’s official standards as to the resulting 
work of this Assembly. “Working thus it pro- 
duced not only the most logical and most com- 
plete, but the most Biblical and noblest creed 
ever yet produced in Christendom.” (p. XX). 
This still stands true of these Standards to 
this day, since no great standards have been 
produced since that day. It is regrettable that 
there have been changes made by some 
branches of Presbyterian Churches that use 
these Standards, which do not meet the high 
aim of the original Assembly. Perhaps it would 
be well if, when changes were contemplated, 
that all who vote on such take the same vow 
the original Assembly imposed upon its mem- 
bers. 


C. The Relation of the Westminster Stan- 
dards to the Presbyterian Church in 
America. 


In 1729 the first Synod of the Presbyterian 
Church in America, the Synod of Philadelphia, 
passed the famous “Adopting Act’. Due to 
the fact that there was some question as to 
just what was meant by this Act, this same 
Synod reaffirmed unanimously the 1929 Adopt- 
ing Act in the following terms: 


“Whereas some persons have been dis- 
satisfied with the manner or wording of 
our last year’s agreement about the Con- 
fession, etc., supposing some expressions not 
sufficiently obligatory upon entrants; over- 
tured that the Synod do now declare that 
they understand those clauses that respect 
the admission of entrants in such a case, 
as to oblige them to receive and adopt 
the Confession and Catechisms, at their ad- 
mission, in the same manner and as fully 
as the members of the Synod that were then 
present.” 


The Synod of 1729 had adopted the Con- 
fession and Catechisms “as the Confession of 
our Faith.” 


Again in 1736 this same all inclusiveness of 
adoption was restated. The cause for the ques- 
tion that kept arising in these early years of 
American Presbyterianism rests in the fact that 
the first Adopting act included reservation 
about certain clauses of the original Confes- 
sion that might be understood as implying that 
the State had controlling power of Synods, 
etc. The resulting misunderstanding had the 
benefit of causing these reaffirmations which 
leave us without any question as to what the 
original Adopting Act meant. 


When, in 1861, due to the position of the 
Presbyterian General Assembly requiring loyal- 
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WHAT PRESBYTERIANS BELIEVE 
An Exposition of the 
Westminster Confession 
By Gordon H. Clark 
Single Copies $2.00 
$15.00 per Dozen Postpaid 


Sent Free for One New Subscription to 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal 





ty to the Government of the United States, the 
Southern Presbyterians formed their new As- 
sembly (The Presbyterian Church in the Con- 
federate States of America) they passed the 
following Adopting Act. “That this Assembly 
declare, in conformity with the unanimous 
decision of our Presbyteries, that the Confes- 
sion of Faith, the Larger and Shorter Cate- 
chisms, the Form of Government, the Book of 
Discipline and the Directory of Worship, which 
together make up the Constitution of the Pres- 
byterian Church in the United States of Amer- 
ica, are the Constitution of the Presbyterian 
Church in the Confederate States of America, 

” When it is recognized that the Church 
from which the Southern Church seceded was 
that of the Old School division, which inter- 
preted the original Adopting Act in the strict 
sense, then we see that for the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church there is no question about 
the intent of the adoption of the Confession and 
Catechisms. They were adopted by the South- 
ern Assembly in their totality, and in the strict 
sense of the term. Every minister, elder and 
deacon ordained into office in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church is required to subscribe 
to the Confession and Catechisms and adopt 
them for his own faith. The constitutional 
question is this: “Do you sincerely receive and 
adopt the Confession of Faith and the Cate- 
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chisms of this Church, as containing the system 
of doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures; . . .” 
From all of this we can see that the Confession 
and Catechisms which we are about to study 
are most important in our Presbyterian Church. 
They constitute the doctrinal part of the Con- 
stitution of the Church. “Ji is imperative that 
we have some understanding of them if we are 
to understand our Presbyterian heritage. 


III. Aids for the Study of the Presbyterian 
Standards. 


There are not adequate commentaries on the 
Westminster Standards now in print. There 
are a few works on the Shorter Catechism, and 
one brief treatment of the Confession of which 
we know. Perhaps the lack of interest in our 
Standards in recent years is part of the reason 
that there is such ignorance in our Churches 
of what the Presbyterian Church believes. It 
may also account for the general lowering of 
level of conscience of the Church regarding 
the inroads of liberalism into our Church. We 
shall list those items that are in print. These 
may be found in some Church libraries, or in 
local city or college libraries, or may be pur- 
chased from The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Co., Weaverville, N. C. 


Clark, Gordon H. What Presbyterians Believe. $2. 
A brief amplification on the Confession. 


Partington, Dorothy Bible Doctrine (4 vol.) $1.25 
for Students’ Manuals. $1.50 for Teachers’ 
Manuals. 

A very excellent treatment of the Shorter Cate- 
chism in the form of work books intended for 

Junior and Senior High students. 


Robinson, Wm. C. Exposition The Shorter Cate- 
chism. 25c each or $2.50 per dozen. 


A brief commentary on the Catechism. 


Salmond, Exposition of the Shorter Catechism. 
A good brief commentary on the Catechism. $1.15. 


Watson, Thomas, A Body of Divinity. $3.25. 


In the writer’s opinion this is the best work 
currently in print, dealing with the doctrine sec- 
tion of the Shorter Catechism. It is a series of 
devotional sermons on the Catechism. 


Whyte, Alexander The Shorter Catechism. $2.50. 
A brief illustrative work, not really a com- 
mentary. 





In addition to these works on the Standards 
themselves, the following works in the field of 
Doctrine and Theology approach the Christian doc- 
trines from the same viewpoint as that of the 
Westminster Standards, and will be most helpful 
in studying the various doctrines of our Faith. All 
of the items listed are currently in print. 


Berkhof, Louis 
Systematic Theology. $7.50. 
Manual of Christian Doctrine. $3.00. 
Summary of Christian Doctrine. $1.50. 
All three of these works are excellent. Perhaps 
the Manual or the Summary would be the most 
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valuable to the average reader. The Summary is 
intended for the high school age, the Manual for 
the college student, and the Theology itself for 
seminary level. 


Bavinck, H. Our Reasonable Faith. $6.95. 
A simply written manual of theology. 


Calvin, J. Institutes of the Christian Religion. 
$7.50 per set. 
The great classic of Protestant theology. 


Bube, Richard H. To Every Man An Answer. $5.95. 
A simply written book of doctrine, well docu- 
mented by Scripture. 


Hodge, A. A. Outlines of Theology. $5.00. 
An excellent volume, dealing with theological 
matters with a question and answer method. 


Hodge, Charles Systematic Theology (3 vol.) 
$15.00 per set. 


The classic American Presbyterian theological 
work. 


Machen, J. G. 
What Is Faith? $3.00. 
Christian Faith in the Modern World. $3.00. 
Christian View of Man. $3.00. 

Very simply written and straightforward. The 
last two volumes are copies of radio addresses. 
They are perhaps one of the best simple intro- 
ductions to Christian doctrine that one can find. 


wee B. B. Biblical and Theological Studies. 

Warfield is one of the greatest theologians this 
country has ever produced. His works are very 
thorough and scholarly. 





A HARMONY OF 
THE WESTMINSTER 
PRESBYTERIAN 
STANDARDS 


by James Benjamin Green 
$5.00 per copy 
In this one volume, printed in parellel 
columns, are the Confession of Faith, the 
Larger Catechism, and the Shorter Cate- 
chism. A real need has been met in thus 


simplifying and clarifying the study of our 
Standards. 


a comparative study of 
the CONFESSION OF FAITH 
the LARGER CATECHISM 
the SHORTER CATECHISM 


Order These Books From 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Weaverville ... North Carolina 
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LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 2 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Galilean Ministry Begins 


Background Scripture: Mark 1:14-39 
Devotional Reading: Luke 4:16-21 


To be a doctor, or teacher, or preacher is considered work enough for one man, but Jesus was all 
three; no one else has had the power to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of diseases; no 
other teacher spake as He did; no one else ever preached as He preached. As a physician He did 
not have an office in Jerusalem where people came certain hours of the day and where He was 


aided by assistants and nurses. He walked through the country lanes and city streets and they 


brought the sick to him and He healed them 
every one. He taught, not in some college or 
university, but in the synagogues and on the 
mountain side and wherever the crowds came. 
As a preacher the synagogue or the open air 
were the places where He proclaimed the Gos- 
pel. He walked almost everywhere. Occasion- 
ally He used a boat, and sometimes He taught 
the people on the shore as He sat in a boat. 
Most of the time He was walking until He 
became tired and had to rest beside a well 
or on some place beside the road. 


Judean hills are holy, 
Judean fields are fair, 

For one can find the footprints 
Of Jesus everywhere. 


As we study our lesson on the beginning of 
the Galilean Ministry let us keep in mind the 
picture of the traveling doctor and teacher and 
preacher as He went into village after village. 
The Gospel of Mark emphasizes the ceaseless 
activity of Jesus and uses words like “straight- 
way” and “anon”, and “forthwith” to denote 
the rapidity of movement. It is no wonder that 
He was so tired that He could sleep while a 
storm raged, or that He said to His disciples, 
Come aside and rest awhile. Is it not amazing 
that God, in the Person of His Son would do 
this? I am dwelling on this because it reveals 
the wonder of His grace and love. If we could 
see Him as He went about doing good, I am 
sure that our love for Him would be far greater. 
May our prayer be, Lord make us see and make 
us love Thee as we should. 


Our Devotional Reading is the sermon at 
Nazareth, and in this passage we see a Marvelous 
Sermon and an Amazing Reaction. 


Let us look first at this sample of His preach- 
ing. As His custom was, when He came to 
Nazareth and went into the synagogue on 
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the Sabbath day He stood up to read. The 
book of the prophet Isaiah was given and He 
found the place (Isa. 61:1) (note that there is 
no hint of any “second Isaiah”). “The Spirit 
of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; 
he hath sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to 
preach deliverance to the captives, and recovery 
of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that 
are bruised, to preach the acceptable year of 
the Lord.” He closed the book, gave it to the 
minister of the synagogue and as the eyes of 
the people were fastened on Him, He said, 
This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears. 
And all bore him witness, and wondered at 
the gracious words which proceeded out of his 
mouth. What a Program He had! Suppose 
each of us, as His representative, had such a 
Program! We do have. As the Father sent 
Him, so He sends us into a sin-sick world to 
do the same kind of things for men. What a 
privilege is ours! Why waste our time on 
other matters when these great and gracious 
tasks are ours. Oh that we might be true to 
His Program for the church. 


Now, for the Amazing Reaction. It is almost 
too terrible to believe. We preach our sermons, 
come to the door of the church, shake hands 
with our people while they compliment and 
flatter us for the “fine message.” Well, that 
was a wonderful message that day at Nazareth. 
The people “wondered at the gracious words,” 
but what were their feelings toward the Divine 
Preacher? First, there was amazement, then 
doubt, then wrath, then a mad desire to kill 
him. It is hard to explain unless we take into 
consideration the awful depravity of the human 
heart, and the work of Satan in wicked hearts. 
The whole congregation seemed literally pos- 
sessed with a demon. Was it a mighty effort 
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on the part of the devil to discredit Christ at 
the very beginning of His ministry and kill 
him? I believe that Satan was present with 
his great power. “And all they in the syna- 
gogue, when they heard these things, were filled 
with wrath, and rose up, and thrust Him out 
of the city, and led him unto the brow of the 
hill whereon their city was built, that they 
might cast him down headlong.” 


Note the ease with which he escaped their 
wrath: But he passing through the midst of 
them went his way. Until the time came for 
Him to die, neither the wrath of wicked men 
nor Satan’s power could touch Him. In our 
efforts to win men let us keep in mind that 
neither men nor devils can harm us until our 
time is come. 


All men were not like the men of Nazareth 
and Satan did not have complete possession 
of the people of Galilee. As we study this les- 
son we see that the common people heard him 
gladly, that great multitudes followed Him and 
His popularity increased as He went about all 
the towns and villages preaching, teaching and 
healing. 


Let us try to get into our minds the picture 
of this little band of disciples, following their 
Great Teacher, Preacher, and Physician as they 
walked the highways and streets of the cities 
of Galilee. Supported by their friends they 
traveled from place to place. All of Jesus’ serv- 
ices were free. Our Saviour never seems to 
have had any money of His own. Judas was 
treasurer and he was covetous and dishonest 
and finally became the traitor. 


I. He Enters Upon His Ministry: Mark 1:14-15. 


John had finished his preparatory work and 
had been put in prison and was shortly to be 
beheaded. 


Jesus came preaching the gospel of the king- 
dom of God. And saying, the time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent ye, 
and believe the gospel. The second petition 
of the Lord’s Prayer is, ‘““Thy Kingdom come.” 
What do we pray for in this second petition? 
Let us study the answer given in our Shorter 
Catechism: In the second petition, which is, 
“Thy Kingdom Come,” we pray that Satan’s 
Kingdom may be destroyed, and that the king- 
dom of grace may be advanced, ourselves and 
others brought into it, and kept in it, and that 
the kingdom of glory may be hastened. Jesus 
came to destroy the works of the devil, who, 
seeing that his time was short, used every means 
in his power to obstruct the work of Jesus. He 
used many evil spirits (demons) who entered 
into men and met Jesus on many occasions. As 
we shall see, He had to cast out many of these 
spirits. Satan, I am sure, used the religious 
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leaders of the Jews in the same way. (Is he 
not using some of our religious leaders to op- 
pose the great work of Billy Graham?) Then, 
at various times, from infancy to His crucifixion, 
there seems to have been times when he tried 
to kill Jesus. This kingdom of Satan is very 
strong. Part of our work is to do all we can 
to uproot and destroy it. 


We are now living in the Kingdom of Grace. 
We often pray for the advancement of that 
kingdom. That is the work in which we are 
engaged as preachers, evangelists, teachers and 
members of His church. We are to go into 
all the world and preach the gospel, as Jesus 
commenced preaching it, by getting into the 
kingdom and urging others to come, saying, 
Come, for all things are now ready. The feast 
is spread and the invitation to all is to come. 
The Spirit and the bride say come, and let 
him that heareth say come, and he that is 
thirsty, and whosoever will, let him take of 
the water of life freely. The emphasis is on 
Now, Today. There is a note of urgency. 


There is another phase to the kingdom: it 
is a kingdom of glory. Our Saviour is coming 
in glory and glorious things will take place 
when He comes. His second coming to finally 
establish His kingdom is the Hope of the 
Church. We pray that this kingdom of glory 
may be hastened. Would it not be a wonderful 
experience to live and see this take place? 


II. Choosing His Early Disciples: 1:16-20. 


We are told in these verses about the two 
pairs of brothers who were among the first, 
Simon and Andrew, and James and John. We 
know that He called others and then chose 
the Twelve Apostles. They were to be with 
Him, see His miracles, hear His Words and 
be taught of Him. Here was the greatest “Theo- 
logical Seminary” in the world. No buildings, 
no endowment, but the One Master Teacher 
of all ages. “They took knowledge of them, 
that they had been with Jesus.” To be with 
Jesus for three years was the most glorious 
privilege ever enjoyed by men. 


III. In Capernaum for the Sabbath: 21-28. 
Two marvelous things took place in the syna- 
gogue. First, there was marvelous teaching, for 
He taught with authority and not as the scribes. 
Then there was the marvelous cure of the man 
with an unclean spirit. This miracle seemed 
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to astonish the people even more than His 
teaching. 


IV. In the Home of Simon and Andrew: 29-31. 


Jesus went into many homes and He always 
brought a blessing. In this home Simon's wife's 
mother lay sick of a fever. He came, took her 
by the hand and lifted her up and immediately 
the fever left her and she ministered unto 
them. No long weeks of gradual recovery but 
an immediate cure. The Great Physician cures 
at once. 


V. At Eventide: 32-34. 


What a scene! All the city gathered at the 
door, all the sick of the city. All of them healed. 
We go to the doctor’s office today and we 


sometimes think that all the people are there, 
for we have to wait so long. But so many are 
disappointed. The doctor does not know just 
what our trouble is, or if he knows, can some- 
times do so little. It was not this way that eve- 
ning in Capernaum. There was not a disap- 
pointed seeker. There is no disease of body, 
mind, or soul, that He cannot cure. 


VI. Jn the Morning: 35-39. 


Rising up a great while before day, He went 
out to pray. This was His way of refreshing 
Himself and getting new strength for a new 
day. Let us go into the next towns, that I 
may preach there also. So He would begin 
another day of teaching, preaching, and _ heal- 
ing. What wondrous love He had for men! 
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By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Church Has A Calendar 


Scripture: Psalm 90:1-12. 


Suggested Hymns: 


“The Church’s One Foundation” 
“Stand Up, Stand Up For Jesus” 
“Beneath The Cross Of Jesus” 


Suggestion to Program Leader: 


(It will help to dramatize the idea of this 
program if you will secure or make a calendar 
of 1958. All the months should appear on the 
same surface so the young people may see the 
entire year at once. As the speakers describe 
the days of special significance to the church, 
let them go to the calendar and encircle the 
appropriate dates.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 


There have been events in the history of 
the Christian Church which have special mean- 
ing to all Christians. Most of them are things 
that took place in the earthly life and ministry 
of Jesus Christ. Knowledge and understanding 
of these events are essential to an intelligent 
faith. In most places the church has set aside 
definite days during the year to commemorate 
these significant events. As we observe the days 
we come to a fuller understanding of the events 
which they commemorate, and we are made to 
grow in faith and understanding. 


In the early years of the church it seems that 
there was very little of this special observance 
of days and seasons. The events were so fresh 
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in the minds of the believers that there was 
no real need of celebrating special days to re- 
mind them of what God had done for them 
through Christ. As the years went on, however, 
the need for remembering and reminding grew, 
and the special days began to be observed. As 
power and authority began to be assumed by 
the church in Rome, the matter of church holi- 
days and celebrations passed the point of reason. 
So many days were set aside for honoring the 
Virgin Mary and other church- appointed 
“saints” that the common people did not have 
enough time to do their daily work and earn 
a living for themselves and their families. The 
people complained, but nothing was done to 
relieve their plight until the time of the Prot- 
estant Reformation when Martin Luther advo- 
cated discontinuing all holidays except Christ- 
mas, Easter, Ascension, and Pentecost. The 
Presbyterians of Scotland took an even stricter 
view and celebrated only Sunday. 


Many churches today make official recogni- 
tion of the basic special days of the church 
calendar. Other churches, which are not com- 
mitted to an official observance of the calendar, 
have special celebrations at Christmas and Eas- 
ter. Our speakers will point out the special 
days of the church calendar, and tell us of their 
significance. 


First Speaker: 


The day which is set apart by practically all 
who call themselves Christians is Sunday. This 
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day has been called the “keystone of the Chris- 
tian year.” As we keep this day holy we are 
remembering and obeying God’s commandment 
that one day in seven should be set apart as a 
Sabbath unto Himself. This is the Christian’s 
weekly day of rest and worship, and by keeping 
it we bear testimony that we are the Lord’s 
people. 


We keep the first day of the week instead 
of the seventh in memory of Christ’s being 
raised from the dead on that day. There is a 
sense in which every Sunday is an Easter— 
every Sunday is a commemoration of the resur- 
rection. 


Second Speaker: 


One day of the year which practically all 
Christians set apart is Christmas. This is the 
day which is observed in memory of the birth 
of Christ. Even the denominations which do 
not follow the church calendar officially keep 
this day and this season by special services and 
Christmas music, etc. Some groups in the early 
church celebrated the birth of Christ on the 
6th of January. The emphasis of this day gradu- 
ally came to be directed toward the deity of 
Christ. It is called Epiphany which means 
“showing forth” as God’s light began to be 
shown forth to all the world in the visit of the 
Wise Men. Many churches still observe 
Epiphany as well as Christmas. (Encircle De- 
cember 25 and January 6 on the calendar.) 


Third Speaker: 


Most of the Christian churches make some 
special recognition of what we call Holy Week. 
Holy Week centers around Easter, which is the 
day for celebrating the resurrection of Christ 
from the dead. Easter falls on the first Sunday 
after the full moon following the spring equi- 
nox. The other special church days in this 
season are measured from Easter. The first day 
of Holy Week is Palm Sunday, the Sunday be- 
fore Easter, on which we remember the Lord’s 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem. The Friday 
before Easter is known as “Good Friday,” and 
it commemorates the crucifixion. Many churches 
have a three hour service on this day, in remem- 
brance of the time that Christ was on the cross, 
and there are often brief sermons on the seven 
utterances Christ made from the cross. (Encircle 
March 30 and April 4 and 6 on the calendar.) 


Fourth Speaker: 

The Bible tells us that Jesus lived on earth 
forty days after His resurrection from the dead. 
(Read Acts 1:1-3, 10.) On this fortieth day He 
ascended into heaven. The fortieth day after 
Easter always comes on a Thursday, and many 
churches celebrate this day which is called 
Ascension Day. 


The Jews celebrated a feast called Pentecost 
which came fifty days after the Passover. Since 
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the Passover was ended the day before Easter, 
Pentecost always comes seven weeks after 
Easter Sunday. This day is of special signifi- 
cance to Christians because on Pentecost after 
the first Easter the Holy Spirit fell upon the 
disciples and they began their ministry of 
preaching. Pentecost is sometimes known as the 
“birthday of the church,” and on some church 
calendars is called Whitsunday. (Encircle May 
15 and 25 on the calendar.) 


Fifth Speaker: 

As the program leader mentioned in the in- 
troduction to this program, there was a time 
when the great number of “church-manufac- 
tured” holidays became a heavy burden to 
the people. At the time of the Reformation 
Martin Luther insisted that this burden be 
lifted, and that the holidays (many of which 
were based on superstition) be abolished ex- 
cept for the important ones we have been dis- 
cussing here. The other reformers were in 
hearty agreement with him. Some were even 
more strict than he in discontinuing the ob- 
servance of special days. 


In place of all the holidays that were kept 
before the Reformation, most Protestant 
churches observe one Sunday in remembrance 
of the Reformation itself. This day falls on 
the last Sunday of October, because it was on 
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October 31, 1517 that Luther posted his list 
of objections to the practices of the Roman 
Catholic Church. This act was the opening 
verbal blast of the struggle that was to result 
in setting Christians free from the tyranny of 
the Roman Church. (Encircle October 26 on 
the calendar.) 


Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 


Closing Prayer 





Say, Teenagers! 
By Wade C. Smith 


Teenagers, we can’t help enjoying the over- 
throw of a bully. A bully usually takes advan- 
tage of his superior strength or skill to “put 
one over’ on somebody. Sennacherib, king of 
the powerful Assyrian empire, was a bully. With 
his tremendous army and improved engines 
of war he weeded a wide path through the sur- 
rounding kingdoms. He subdued Babylon and 
whipped the king of Elam. He took the prin- 
cipal cities of Phoenicia, then threshed the 
Philistines. He defeated the combined armies 
of Egypt and Ethiopia and carried much spoil 
back to Nineveh, his capital. 


But the bully met his match when he tackled 
Hezekiah the king of Judah. Not because 
Hezekiah was a superior fighter, nor because 
Jerusalem was a stronghold sufficient to resist 
him; but for the simple reason that Hezekiah 
put his trust in the Lord. Hezekiah had a 
program which enabled him to stand _ his 
ground against overwhelming numbers and 
consummate skill in warfare. You and I, Teen- 
agers, have our battles to fight today, as hard 
to win as any that ever came to any king of 
Judah. We are up against overwhelming odds 
ourselves sometimes, and we would just like 
to get a line on Hezekiah who found the 
secret of victory. 


Hezekiah was only 25 years old when he 
came to the throne of Judah. He had been 
preceded by a long line of idolatrous, God-for- 
getting, God-disobeying rulers. His father, King 
Ahaz, had left “an empty treasury, a ruined 
peasantry, an unprotected frontier and a shat- 
tered army.” But he set to work and brought 
quick changes for the better. His first concern 
was to set his administration straight with God, 
for he believed God to be supreme. He broke 
down the heathen altars and ground to powder 
the graven images. He destroyed every shrine 
devoted to the worship of heathen gods. He 
even had courage to break in pieces the Brazen 
Serpent which Moses had made in the wilder- 
ness and which had been preserved to that day, 
but which was being made an object of wor- 
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ship by the people. And the record to his 
everlasting credit is that “He trusted in the 
Lord God of Israel; so that after him was none 
like him among all the kings of Judah, nor any 
that were before him.” (2 Kings 18:5). 


Now, Teenagers, that made a strong man. He 
sought first the kingdom of God and His right- 
eousness and all other needful things were 
added unto him, as God’s Book promises. It 
made of him an unwhippable, God-grounded, 
steel-girded leader. And that is what Sennach- 
erib went up against when he tried to take 
Jerusalem; for when you contend against a 
man of that kind you are just measuring skill 
and might with God Almighty, Himself. 


Sennacherib sent king Hezekiah a very threat- 
ening letter. And what did Hezekiah do? Why, 
he did just what you and I would do today 
if we are on the right terms with God. He 
took that letter and “laid it out before the 
Lord.” “See, Lord, what this bully proposes 
to do with thy servant,” you can imagine him 
saying, “how shall we do?” And the Lord 
answered, “Leave him to me,” just as He will 
answer you and me whenever we have a prob- 
lem too hard for us. 


Well, what happened? God ordered out a 
“regiment” from the stronghold of heaven. “The 
Lord sent an angel, which cut off all the mighty 
men of valor, and the leaders and captains in 
the camp of the king of Assyria. So he re- 
turned with shame of face to his own land” 
(2.Chron.32:21) One hundred and eighty five 
thousand Assyrians perished that day by the 
hand of the Lord. Surely God fights for His 


trusting servants. 


Teenagers, seek first God’s kingdom. Put 
out of your program everything that comes 
between you and God. Then you can “defy 
the world, the flesh and the devil.” Then you 
can connect with everything that makes for 
real progress, success and a happy life. Then 
you will leave a name behind you, not only 
worth cutting on a marble shaft, but that will 
live in the hearts of men and adorn your 
Saviour’s crown! Is not that worth while? 
(Read 2 Kings 19:8-37) 
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WORLD MISSION RECEIPTS 
Budget for 1958 $4,530,000.00 
Received to date 2,258,391.26 


Percentage of Annual Budget 
received for 1958 49.85 % 


Balance needed for 1958 2,271,608.74 





Report of September, 1958 


Budget for 1958 $1,965,965.00 

Receipts to Date 599,520.15 

Percentage of Annual Budget 30.5 % 

Balance needed for Year $1,366,444.85 
G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 





News Briefs From Brazil 


Through Board of Broadcasting 
and Publicity, Presbyterian Church of Brazil 


The 23rd General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church of Brazil met in Lavras, State of Minas 
Gerais, July 10 through July 20. It met on the 
campus of Gammon Institute, operated by the East 
Brazil Presbyterian Mission. 


Dr. Jose Borges dos Santos Jr., pastor of 
the United Presbyterian Church of Sao Paulo, 
was re-elected moderator for an additional period 
of four years. The Rev. Nathaniel Cortez of 
Fortaleza, State of Ceara, was elected vice mod- 
erator. The Rev. Mr. Cortez had been moderator 
of the Brazilian Church during 1946-1950. 


The Rev. Amantino Adorno Vassao, pastor of 
the historic First Presbyterian Church of Rio de 
Janeiro, was re-elected stated clerk. The Presby- 
terian Church of Brazil elects its stated clerks 
for a period of eight years. 


More than 500 overtures and documents were 
reviewed by the General Assembly and its com- 
missions during its ten days of meeting. The 
assembly meets once every four years. 


Among many actions were the following: 


(1) A new program of stewardship, extending 
over a period of five years. 


(2) A publications board to be responsible for 
a new national organ of the Presbyterian Church 
of Brazil. The North Brazil Presbyterian Mission 
was asked to cooperate in an experimental venture, 
merging its “Norte Evangelico” (“The Evangelical 
North”) with “O Puritano” (“The Puritan”), the 
official organ of the church published in Rio de 
Janeiro. The assembly chose a new name for 
its proposed paper, “Brazil Presbiteriano” (Pres- 
byterian Brazil). The paper is to be printed at 
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the North Brazil Presbyterian Mission press in 
Recife. 


(3) A new board of Broadcasting and publicity, 
to take advantage of mass media in the church’s 
ongoing program of evangelism. 


(4) Establishing of a third Presbyterian semi- 
nary for the states of Espirito Santo and Minas 
Gerais. (The church now operates seminaries in 
Campinas and Recife.) 


Dr. John Mackay, president of Princeton Semi- 
nary and the Presbyterian World Alliance, was 
specially invited to be devotional speaker during 
the assembly. Dr. Mackay spoke in Spanish on 
the topic, “Christ and His Church.” 





The Brazilian Presbyterian Board of Foreign 
Missions, in its report to the General Assembly, 
indicated that it has received requests from Pres- 
byterian churches in Chile and Argentina to pro- 
vide missionaries and professors to train its na- 
tionals. The board is now responsible for work 
in Portugal, the Azores, Madeira, Angola, and 
Mozambique 


The Brazilian church now supports two couples 
in Portugal, the Rev. and Mrs. Claude Siqueira 
Labrunie, and the Rev. and Mrs. Gerson Meyer 
(now in the U. S. for advance study). The church 
shares in the operation of the Presbyterian Semi- 
nary in Carcavelos, near Lisbon, and the St. Luke 
Clinic, the only evangelical hospital in Portugal. 





The Brazilian Presbyterian Board of Home Mis- 
sions is now responsible for 150 preaching points 
and 60 Sunday schools in seventeen regions of 
Brazil. The Board has fifteen workers. 


Thirty churches have been built during the six- 
teen years of the board’s operation. These 
churches have 3,200 members, 1,700 of whom are 
communicant members. The Sunday schools have 
3,000 pupils. 


The board reports 100 to 150 new professions 
of faith each year. 





The Rev. Harold Cook, executive secretary of 
statistics of the Presbyterian Church of Brazil, 
reports that the church now has 161,391 members 
(89,741 of whom are communicant members). 
Presbyterian Sunday schools in Brazil have 117,018 


pupils. 


Adding the membership of approximately 50,000 
of the Brazilian Independent Presbyterian Church, 
the Presbyterian family in Brazil has now passed 
the 200,000 mark. (The Independent church grew 
out of a Masonic controversy in the early 1900’s). 


The Presbyterian Church of Brazil has six 
synods, 41 presbyteries, 812 church congregations, 
2,101 preaching points, 106 secular schools with 
10, 700 students. The church has 369 ministers, 
15 licentiates, 127 ministerial candidates, and 75 
lay evangelists. The church has 2,163 elders and 
2,041 deacons. 


Value of church property is stated to be 573, 
134,150 cruzeiros (approximately five million dol- 
lars). Offerings during 1957 totalled 89,057,053 
cruzeiros for all causes (approximately 850,000 
dollars). 
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Two Brazilian Presbyterian leaders have been 
honored with doctor of divinity degrees. 


The Rev. Jose Borges dos Santos Jr., newly re- 
elected moderator of the Presbyterian Church of 
Brazil, received his doctorate in June from Mary- 
ville College in Tennessee. 


The Rev. Americo J. Ribeiro, dean of the Pres- 
byterian Seminary in Campinas, received his doc- 
torate in August from the St. Paul University 
(Rikkyo) in Tokyo, Japan. The Rev. Mr. Ribeiro 
represented the Evangelical Confederation of 
Brazil at the World Congress of Christian Educa- 
tion held in Tokyo. 





Five Presbyterian choirs, consisting of more 
than 250 voices, combined for a choral festival 
in mid-August, the first ever to be held in Brazil. 


Initiative for the concert was given by Profes- 
sor John Faustini, head of the department of music 
at the Jose Manuel de Conceicao Institute, a Pres- 
byterian high school and college preparatory school 
located near Sao Paulo. Mr. Faustini is a graduate 
of the Westminster Choir School in Princeton, New 
Jersey. 


The festival received several favorable reviews 
in Sao Paulo newspapers. 


The North Brazil Mission of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. has accepted responsibility for 
distribution of relief supplies in the name of the 
Evangelical Confederation of Brazil. 


Seven northeastern states of Brazil have suf- 
fered the worst drought in history, with more than 
a million people displaced from their homes in 
the interior. 


Church World Service made available $5,000 
through the Evangelical Confederation. The Pres- 
byterian Board of World Missions sent an addition- 
al $2,000 through its Committee on Overseas Re- 
lief and Inter-Church Aid. Food is being purchased 
in Brazil with these funds. 


The Rev. W. B. Moseley and the Rev. Don 
Williams are responsible for the relief program. 





MacKenzie Institute, one of the leading educa- 
tional institutions of Brazil and governed by 
evangelicals, this year reached its highest enroll- 
ment on record — 6,500 students in all depart- 
ments, with 2,000 of these matriculated in its 
university. 


Dr. Peter Baker, missionary of the Central Brazil 
Mission (United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.) is 
president of the institution located in Sao Paulo. 


The Bible Institute named for pioneer mission- 
ary Edward Lane this year celebrates its 25th 
anniversary. 


The institute is the only Presbyterian institution 
in Brazil dedicated to the exclusive preparation 
of laymen for Christian service. There have been 
400 graduates. 


The institute is located in Petrocinio, State 
of Minas Gerais, and is operated by the West 
Brazil Presbyterian Mission. 


The schedule of the 18th Presbyterian World 
Alliance, to meet in Brazil in 1959 during the 
Presbyterian Church of Brazil’s centennial cele- 
bration, has been announced. 


July 27: Executive committee meets at the 
Presbyterian Seminary in Campinas. 
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July 27 - August 6: General Assembly of the 
Alliance, meeting in Campinas. 


August 8: Commemorative worship service in 
the First Independent Presbyterian Church of Sao 
Paulo, known as the Evangelical Cathedral. 


August 9-12: Congress: Congress on the His- 
tory of Presbyterianism, with participation by 
representatives from various countries, to meet 
in the historic First Presbyterian Church of Rio 
de Janeiro (the “mother” church, founded by 
Simonton, first missionary to Brazil). 


Campinas, site of the opening of the Presby- 
terian World Alliance meeting in Brazil in 1959, 
is a progressive city of 175,000 located some 60 
miles northwest of Sao Paulo. 


It boasts of first-class hotels, good water, and 
excellent weather. The latter factor was decisive 
in the recent government decision to build a new 
international airport for Sao Paulo near Campinas. 
Many U. S. firms are located here (Minnesota 
Mining and Manufacturing National Carborundum, 
LeTourneau-Westinghouse, Singer Sewing Machine, 
Champion Paper, etc.). 


Campinas dates back to the 17th century when 
it was an important stopping place for the 
bandeirantes, Brazil’s version of the pioneers who 
helped develop the interior. Campinas literally 
means “open plains’? — although the surrounding 
area is actually rather hilly. 


Warm fall clothes will be necessary for both 
Campinas and Sao Paulo during August; summer 
clothes will be more practical for Rio de Janeiro. 


Campinas is an important evangelical center 
with eleven Protestant churches of various denomi- 
nations. The Presbyterian Seminary of the South 
is located here, as is the School of Portuguese 
and Orientation, established to help missionaries 
with their language learning, owned jointly by 
the Presbyterian U.S., United Presbyterian, the 
Methodist, and the Southern Baptist foreign mis- 
sion boards. 





KOREA 
S. Dwight Winn Memorial Church 


The cornerstone of the Samuel Dwight Winn 
Memorial Church Building was laid in the historic 
city of Namwun, Korea, on Aug. 8, 1958. Many 
civic and church leaders were on hand to witness 
the placing of the granite stone. 


After the reading of Matt. 16:18 and I Pet. 
2:3-10, Elder Yoon Sungman, lifelong friend of 
Dr. Winn, led in a prayer of thanksgiving and 
praise for Dr. Winn’s life of service and asked 
God’s continued blessing on the Church. Another 
old friend of Dr. Winn, Rev. Koh Sung-Mo of 
Chunju preached on the above texts. Elder Yoon 
related incidents in Dr. Winn’s life, including hard- 
ships endured in pioneer work in the Namwun 
area. On one occasion the missionary was thrown 
from his horse and badly injured and Elder Yoon 
and other friends carried him for miles to a rail- 
way station so that he could return to the mission 
hospital. Mr. Yoon testified that his own life had 
been greatly blessed by this friendship which began 
over 50 years ago. A lay preacher, Mr. Chai 
Qui-tong, currently serving the Namwun church, 
recalled years of association with Dr. Winn who 
officiated at his wedding and later supervised his 
work in a country church. 
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A historical sketch of Dr. Winn’s life was read 
to the assembled Christians and placed in the 
cornerstone. It was related that he was born in 
Statesville, N. C., in 1882 and raised in Decatur, 
Georgia. He graduated from Union Theological 
Seminary in Richmond, Va., and later did post- 
graduate work there and at Princeton. King Col- 
lege honored him with a Doctor of Divinity degree 
in 1940. He sailed for Korea in 1911 and served 
until the Communist invasion in 1950 (with the 
exception of World War II years). He served 
as pastor of the New Hope Presbyterian Church 
near Gastonia, N. C. until his retirement in 1953. 
ame Georgia, was his home until his death 
in N 


Following the reading of this history, the service 
closed with special music and the pronouncing of 
the benediction by Rev. R. L. Smith of the Southern 
Presbyterian Mission in Chunju. The Winn Me- 
morial Church will serve the needs not only of 
the flourishing city of Namwun but of a large 
country region of which it is the natural center. 


Rev. R. L. Smith 
Presbyterian Mission 
Chunju, North Chulla, Korea 








Dr. Paul S. Crane 


Seoul — (PN) — Major Paul S. Crane was 
recently awarded a Commendation Ribbon with 
Metal Pendant by General George H. Decker, 
Commander in Chief, United Nations Command, 
U. S. Forces in Korea, and commanding general, 
Eighth U. S. Army, in a ceremony held at Head- 
quarters of the Eighth U. S. Army in Seoul, Korea. 


Major Crane was cited for meritorious service 
while assigned as chief of Surgical Service, 121st 
Evacuation Hospital and commanding officer, 43rd 
Surgical Hospital during the period August 10, 
1956 to August 7, 1958. 


He also received the Korean “Chungmu Dis- 
tinguished Military Service” Medal with Gold Star, 
from the Minister of Defense, Kim Shung Yul, 
pinned by the Republic of Korea General Paik 
Sun Yups. 


Dr. Crane has since resumed his position as 
director and surgeon at the Chunju Presbyterian 
Mission Hospital, which is the chief surgical and 
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medical training center maintained by the Pres- 
byterian Church in Korea. 


Dr. Crane is the son of Dr. and Mrs. J. C. 
Crane, retired Presbyterian missionaries to Korea 
who are now residents of Gulport, Miss. 


During his two years in service with the Army, 
Dr. Paul Crane’s family lived in Seoul, where 
Mrs. Crane served as hostess for the Mission Home 
there for all missionaries who had to visit Seoul 
on business and for official visitors from the 
home Church. 





TENNESSEE 


Nashville — (PN) — A reflection of the quality 
and excellence of the Yodogawa Christian Hos- 
pital maintained by the Presbyterian Mission in 
Osaka, Japan, is contained in the following letter: 


FIRST METHODIST CHURCH 
215 West El Camino Avenue 
North Sacramento, California 
September 19, 1958 
Dear Board of Supervisors: 


As perhaps you know, the Lacour Japanese 
Mission attracts many ministers of different de- 
nominations to Japan each summer with the ex- 
press purpose of establishing new churches or 
reactivating others. I was among this group this 
last summer. My station was in the back hills 
some 4% hour ride from Osaka. While there I 
became ill and it was necessary that I go to a 
hospital. 


The Yodogawa Christian Hospital was recom- 
mended to me by one of our own Methodist mis- 
sionaries, Miss Berky, who is an instructor at the 
Palamar Institute at Kobe. 


The purpose of this letter is to commend your 
Church for one of the finest institutions of heal- 
ing I have ever known. I have traveled abroad 
a great deal and lived in many sections of our 
country and I have never found a more efficient 
and effective hospital which reflects the true spirit 
of Christ. 


I would want to mention the outstanding work 
that is being done by Dr. Sugimato and Dr. Sakabe, 
two wonderful Christian surgeons. I cannot ex- 
press too highly my words of praise and commen- 
dation, likewise, a word of praise must go to Miss 
Elizabeth Lundeen whose lovely Christian spirit 
is constantly being reflected to all with whom she 
comes in contact. 


Sincerely yours, 


Rev. W. A. Sanders 


(Miss Lundeen, to whom reference is made, is 
a missionary nurse who was appointed in 1957, for 
a three year term. Her home is in Minneapolis. 





1001 STORIES FOR CHILDREN 


AND CHILDREN’S WORKERS 
Alice B. Knight 3.95 


The finest volume of stories and anecdotes 
for parents, teachers and pastors in religious 
education; more than 50 categories—Kind- 
ness, Consecration, Growth, Suffering, etc.— 
a choice fund of effective stories to instruct 
and hold the child’s attention. 
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GEORGIA 


Atlanta — (PN) — Official delegates to rep- 
resent the Presbyterian Church, U.S., at the meet- 
ing of the World Presbyterian Alliance in Brazil 
next year were selected and announced here Sep- 
tember 29. 


The permanent Committee on Inter-Church Re- 
lations, designated by the General Assembly to 
select the official delegates for the denomination, 
met in the Presbyterian Center here and named 
20 persons to attend the meeting. It will be 
held July 27 - August 6 in Campinas, Brazil. 


The principals and the alternates named are: 


From the Brazilian missions of the Presbyterian 


Church, U. S.: 


East Brazil Mission: Rev. Lawrence G. Calhoun, 
principal; Rev. Milton L. Daugherty, alternate. 


North Brazil Mission: Rev. Langdon M. Hender- 
lite, principal; Rev. William B. Moseley, alternate. 


West Brazil Mission: Rev. George H. Hurst, 
principal; Rev. Joseph R. Woody, alternate. 


From ministers of the Presbyterian Church, U. S.: 


Dr. James G. Millard, Stated Clerk-elect, of 
Austin, Tex., principal; Dr. Marshall S. Woodson, 
Red Springs, N. C., alternate. 


Dean James I. McCord, Austin, Tex., principal; 
Dr. T. Watson Street, Austin, Tex., alternate. 


Dr. Warner Hall, Charlotte, N. C., principal; 
Dr. E. C. Scott, Atlanta, Ga., alternate. 


Dr. John Newton Thomas, Richmond, Va., prin- 
cipal; Dr. E. T. Thompson, Richmond, Va., al- 
ternate. 


Dr. Frank Caldwell, Louisville, Ky., principal; 
Dr. Harry Goodykoontz, Louisville, alternate. 


Dr. Walter Courtenay, Nashville, Tenn., prin- 
cipal; Dr. Harry Fifield, Atlanta, Ga., alternate. 


From lay leaders of the Presbyterian Church, U.S.: 


Principals among women leaders: Mrs. A. Wal- 
ton Litz, Little Rock, Ark.; Mrs. A. R. Craig, 
Rutherfordton, N. C.; Mrs. Morrell DeReign, Ca- 
ruthersville, Mo.; Mrs. L. M. McCutchen, Atlanta, 
Ga.; and Mrs. H. Kerr Taylor, Dallas, Tex. 


Alternates among women leaders: Mrs. H. D. 
Haberyan, Shreveport, La.; and Mrs. William H. 
Hopper, Louisville, Ky. 


Principals among men leaders: Mr. Henry Brim, 
Richmond, Va.; Mr. L. H. Favrot, Houston, Tex.; 
Mr. R. E. Kell, Bristol, Tenn.; Mr. Reid V. Robin- 
son, Oklahoma City, Okla.; and the Hon. Philip 
F. Howerton, Moderator of the General Assembly, 
Charlotte, N. C. 


Alternates among men leaders: Mr. John Dei- 
fell, Greensboro, N. C.; and General Joseph B. 
Fraser, Hinesville, Ga. 





Atlanta — (PN) — Miss Jean Ryburn of South 
Charleston, W. Va., on October 1 became the new 
editorial assistant in the Department of Promotion, 
Board of Church Extension. She succeeds Mrs. 
Margaret Boozer who has resigned. Announce- 
ment of the addition to the staff was made here 
by the Rev. J. W. Newton, secretary of the De- 
partment of Promotion. 


Miss Ryburn is the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
Frank M. Ryburn of South Charleston. He is 
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secretary of home missions for Kanawah Presby- 
tery. 


A graduate of Flora Macdonald College and 
Assembly’s Training School, Miss Ryburn brings 
to the Department of Promotion wide experience 
in the work of the Church, both at home and 
abroad. She served First Presbyterian Church of 
Tallahassee, Fla., as director of Christian educa- 
tion immediately after graduating from ATS, and 
has more recently done special work at ATS and 
in churches in church kindergarten teaching. Be- 
tween these two periods she served as a teacher 
of English in two mission-related Christian schools. 


From 1948 through 1951 Miss Ryburn taught 
at the American College for Girls in Cairo, Egypt, 
teaching English and geometry as a missionary 
for the United Presbyterian Church. Then from 
1953 through 1956 she worked on a short-term 
appointment as missionary for the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., Board of World Missions, teaching 
in Kinjo College, Nagoya, Japan. 





Smyrna — “A season of refreshing from the 
Presence of the Lord” was held at the First Pres- 
byterian Church, Smyrna, Georgia, during the 
week of Sept. 28 to Oct. 5, according to the re- 
port of the pastor, Rev. John H. Knight. The 
evangelist for the revival services was the Rev. 
William T. Wing, Jr., pastor of the Lakewood 
Presbyterian Church of Atlanta. His messages 
—. es challenging and true to the Word 
0 od. 


The music was directed by Mr. & Mrs. Eldon 
Allain from the East Lake Alliance Church. This 
is the seventh time that the Allains have directed 
the music at Smyrna revival meetings. 


Rev. Wing was not a newcomer to the city 
of Smyrna. During his senior year at Columbia 
Seminary, 1946-1947, he was student pastor of 
the Smyrna Church, and was affectionately remem- 
bered by many of the older residents. 


The revival meeting leaves the Smyrna church 
greatly strengthened, and a number of new mem- 
bers were added to the church. Smyrna is known 
as “The Fastest Growing City of the South,” and 
the opportunities for God’s work are unparalleled. 





Judicial Commission of 
the Synod of Florida 


The Judicial Commission of the Synod of Florida 
has reversed the judgment of the Session of the 
Riverside Presbyterian Church at Jacksonville, 
Florida, and of the Suwannee Presbytery, in the 
case of S. Ralph Fetner. 


There were five Specifications of Error in the 
Appeal, which were dealt with as follows: 


1. In regard to Specification of Error No. 1, 
to wit: the original Court in which this case 
was tried erred in that prejudice was clearly 
manifest in this case, it is the judgment of this 
Appellate Court that this Specification of Error 
be not sustained. 


(a) Although there might be some impropriety 
in a judge who feels himself personally aggrieved 
by the offender, to preside over the Court, this 
Appellate Court can discover no clear manifesta- 
tion of prejudice in this case. (B.C.O. pars. 195, 
214, 215 and 281). 


In regard to Specification of Error, No. 2, 
to wit: that the Court received improper evidence 
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and declined to receive proper evidence, it is 
the judgment of this Court that this Specification 
of Error be sustained. 


(a) The record of the case clearly shows that 
certain matter in the form of newspaper articles 
appearing in a local paper was introduced into 
the trial, which material was unfair and highly 
prejudicial to the cause of the defendant, in that 
it was irrelevant to any specifications in the 
charges made, it was challenged as improper at 
the time, and no attempt was made on the part 
of the prosecution to prove that the defendant 
had been guilty of leaking such unsavory and 
scandalous information to the journal in question. 


(b) Also, there was evidence of a certain im- 
patience upon the part of the Court to hear all 
witnesses who might have given favorable testi- 
mony on behalf of the defendant. (B.C.O. pars. 
211, 235 and 281). 


8. In regard to Specification of Error, No. 3, 
to wit: The Court hurried to a decision before 
all testimony was taken, and refused reasonable 
indulgence to the defendant, it is the judgment 
of this Court that this Specification of Error be 
sustained. 


(a) It is clear from the record of this case 
that the defendant had witnesses in addition to 
those who were heard, who were to have testified 
in his behalf, and the Court of trial was cognizant 
of that fact. Since the defendant had been 
charged with generally disturbing the peace and 
unity of the church, he felt that it was to his 
advantage to gain the cumulative effect of testi- 
mony of as many witnesses as possible to repudiate 
this charge against him. 


(b) Also, this Court feels that in the continu- 
ous sitting of the Court of Trial throughout the 
night, not adjourning until the early morning 
hours, especially in view of the solemnity and 
seriousness of the case at hand, and in view of 
the severity of the censure which was inflicted, 
there is at least some reasonable doubt as to the 
keenness of perception, and the clarity of judg- 
ment which the Court of Trial could manifest after 
such a marathon ordeal. In short, there is evi- 
dence of a lack of reasonable indulgence to all 
persons present, - and particularly to the de- 
fendant. (B.C.O. pars. 281) 


4. In regard to Specification of Error, No. 4, 
to wit: that in the light of the provisions of 
paragraph 179 of the Book of Church Order, the 
charges against the defendant, S. Ralph Fetner, 
are improperly drawn, in that as presented, they 
are not the true objects of judicial process, - it 
is the judgment of this Court that this Specifica- 
tion of Error be sustained. 


(a) Both appellant and appellee argued that 
this was in reality the heart of the controversy 
in this case. 


(b) The question is: Does the failure to con- 
form to some rule or regulation which has been 
adopted by a church court in order to insure the 
orderly dispatch of its business, or to more ef- 
fectively expedite the government of the Church, 
constitute a true bill of judicial process? 


(c) The answer of this court would be: “it all 
depends”. In particular it depends upon whether 
or not the charge can be clearly proven to be a 
violation of the laws of Christ as set forth in 
Holy Scripture. It is not enough to allege that 
a certain offence constitutes sin against God, - 
the only ground of judicial process according to 
our Standards, - but a reasonable exposition of 
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the supporting Scripture is necessary to establish 
proof. We believe, that the system of doctrine 
set forth in the Standards of our Church is the 
truest and most consistent interpretation of Holy 
Scripture, - and the high Calvinism as set forth 
therein should be the norm by which we arrive 
at a proper interpretation of the Word of God. 
But this does not relieve a court of the respon- 
sibility, in pressing any charge of judicial process, 
to clearly establish by the Holy Scriptures as 
interpreted by our Church, the proof of the 
charge which is made. (B.C.O. par. 179). 


(d) A church court, although its functions are 
altogether “ministerial and declarative” and “can 
make no laws binding the conscience” (B.C.O. 
par. 58) yet in the interest of sound discipline, 
as used in the general and non-technical sense 
of that term (B.C.O. par 170), and to insure 
its own orderly processes, can nonetheless estab- 
lish rules and regulations, and may indeed seek 
conformity thereto on the part of all of those 
under its jurisdiction. It is incumbent upon all 
of those, who even for reason of good conscience, 
cannot live within the framework of such rules 
and regulations, as may be established by the 
various courts, to seek redress through proper con- 
stitutional processes (when the dissenting party 
or parties think that such is indicated), or to 
remove themselves voluntarily from the jurisdic- 
tion of such courts. 


In dealing with the obstinate dissenter, how- 
ever, church courts should carefully consider the 
provisions of paragraphs 192 and 227 of the Book 
of Church Order and to note that there are means 
provided in our form of government to deal with 
offenders against good discipline in the ordinary 
sense of the term. No court of the church should 
ever fall into the fatal blunder of either directly 
or indirectly espousing the mischievous and un- 
Presbyterian notion that “the voice of Presbytery 
is the voice of God.” 


(e) There is no suggestion by this court that 
the Session of the Riverside Presbyterian Church 
erred in these latter respects, but it did singularly 
fail to prove that the charges against Mr. Fetner 
were the proper objects of judicial process, - e.g., 
sins against God. Indeed the record indicates that 
Mr. Fetner’s Christian character was never called 
into question, and that his alleged offenses were 
not considered matters of sin (although he was 
convicted of sinful acts!). 


(f) Opposition by any individuals or groups 
within the church, even serious or vigorous opposi- 
tion, either to the minister, or to the Session, or 
to any other duly authorized body, does not in 
itself constitute grounds for judicial process, unless 
that opposition can be clearly demonstrated, by 
specific acts or attitudes to be contumacious, 
heretical, schismatic, or the like. For example, 
if that opposition should take the form of dis- 
loyalty to the standards of the church, - of pro- 
moting false doctrine, bearing false witness, and 
so on (any and all of which charges must be 
definitely and clearly specified), then such may 
be classified as an offense in the judicial sense 
of that term. 


(g) We deplore sharp differences of opinion 
among brethren, and any evidence of this dis- 
unity in a church family, but often these things 
are the effect of our essentially democratic proc- 
esses, the general frailty and obstinacy of the 
human spirit, the lack of proper understanding 
and communications, personality clashes, and the 
like, all of which are unseemly in the Church 
of Christ, but none of which in themselves can 
be considered the proper objects of judicial 
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process, - in the narrow restricted sense of that 
term as it is used in the Book of Church Order. 


5. In regard to Specification of Error No. 5, 
to wit: that the judgment of the Trial Court was 
all out of proportion to the alleged offenses com- 
mitted, it is the judgment of this Court that this 
Specification of Error be sustained. 


(a) Since it is the judgment of this Court that 
the charges against the defendant were improperly 
drawn and inconclusively proved, we feel that the 
penalty inflicted upon the defendant was unjust 
and is hereby reversed. It was the unanimous ver- 
dict of this Court that even should the alleged 
offenses against Mr. Fetner be established that 
the severity of the penalty was not in keeping 
with the alleged offenses. And inasmuch as he 
has already been denied the Sacrament of his 
Church for more than 18 months and has been 
denied the privilege of his Office of Ruling Elder, 
it is the judgment of this Court that the original 
censure inflicted upon him is null and void and 
that he should be restored to his rightful place 


in the Session of the Riverside Church immedi- 
ately. 


Attest: 
/s/ Rev. Geo. Pickard 


George M. Pickard, Chairman 
Originally signed by 
John T. McCrea - Clerk 





SOUTH CAROLINA 


Jonesville — The Rev. Robert C. Balnicky con- 
ducted a series of meetings at the Cane River 
Presbyterian Church recently during the month 
of August (17th-22nd). These meetings were a 
blessing to the Cane Creek Church, and were a 
means of leading eight youths to a decision for 
Christ. Seven of them joined the Cane Creek 
Church during September and one became a 
member of the neighboring Baptist Church, since 


—in the latter case, this one’s family ties were 
there. 





MISSISSIPPI 


Jackson — (PN) — The First Presbyterian 
Church of Jackson, Miss., was host for the Pres- 
byterian Women of Mississippi Synod on October 
7 and 8. 


Speaker for the Tuesday evening session was 
Dr. C. Darby Fulton, executive secretary of the 


. of World Missions, Presbyterian Church, 


Mrs. Morrell DeReign, chairman of the Board 
of Women’s Work, was speaker for the Wednes- 


a9 session. Mrs. DeReign is from Caruthersville, 
MLO. 


Other speakers for the 46th annual meeting of 
the Mississippi Women of the Church included 
Dr. John Reed Miller, pastor of the host church, 
Miss Marie Gibert, the Sunday School extension 
worker for the Synod, Dr. Van M. Arnold, Mod- 
erator of the Mississippi Synod, and minister of 
the First Presbyterian Church of Greenwood, Dr. 
R. A. Bolling, the Synod’s chairman of women’s 
work, and minister of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Cleveland, and two Belhaven College 
students, Miss Sonia Macaes of Recife, Brazil, 
and Miss Helen Sloop of Minas, Brazil. Mrs. 


John W. Eakes, of Jackson, Synodical president, 
conducted the sessions. 
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Concord Presbytery 


BARIUM SPRINGS, N. C.—The men of Concord 
Presbytery, meeting here in their Twelfth Annual 
Fall Rally, elected A. J. Gillespie, Jr., of Salisbury, 
President and heard T. Mack Blackburn, Knoxville, 
Tennessee, President of the Assembly’s Men’s 
Council, Presbyterian Church, U.S., speak on “My 
Responsibilities”. Edgar Readling, Concord, pre- 
sided. 


The new President is a Ruling Elder of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Salisbury. Other officers 
elected were: Quay Smith, Spencer, Secretary- 
Treasurer, and District Vice-Presidents, John H. 
McMurray, Morganton, Burke District; Homer B. 
Friday, Jr., Kannapolis, Cabarrus District; Willard 
™. Church, Lenoir, Caldwell District; Robert E. 
Moseby, Hickory, Catawba District; William G. 
McGavock, Davidson, Iredell District; J. C. Linker, 
Mooresville, Rowan District; Paul J. Storey, Marion, 
McDowell District. The officers were installed by 
Dr. Sidney A. Gates, Salisbury. 


The large group of more than 600 men attending 
the Rally were greeted by Rev. A. B. McClure, 
Superintendent of the Barium Springs Orphanage, 
in the dining room, where delicious barbecue supper 
was served by the children of the Home and the 
ladies of the Church. 


Following a song service in the Little Joe’s 
Presbyterian Church, led by Rev. Crawford White, 
Concord, Rev. H. B. Carter, Jr., Pastor of Little 
Joe’s Church, welcomed the gathering. Harold 
Mitchell, Valdese, in his devotional message, urged 
the men to live one day at a time in the service 
and fellowship of the Lord. 


Following the Roll Call by R. G. Calhoun, Barium 
Springs, Rev. Robert Turner, Charlotte, Regional 
Director of Christian Education, Synod of North 
Carolina, commended laymen who have been active 
in visitation for the Presbytery’s stewardship pro- 
gram, in survey work in connection with new 
church projects and other lay activities. He urged 
greater participation in conferences designed to 
provide training for leadership in the various 
services of the Church. 


T. Mack Blackburn, introduced by George Sto- 
vall, Albemarle, challenged every man in the Church 
to meet his responsibility of giving, attendance 
and participation in its work with the same faith- 
fulness shown in sports, business and other realms 
of life. He quoted Billy Graham as saying in 
Miami a year ago that the four great crises in our 
Nation’s history were Valley Forge, the Constitu- 
tional Convention in Philadelphia, the Civil War 
and the advent of the space age ushered in by the 
orbiting of Sputnik, and the invention of the 
Inter-continental ballistic missile. He said that in 
the first three crises, Washington, Benjamin Frank- 
lin and Lincoln called on the Lord in their hours 
of trial and He answered their prayers. In the 
crisis of today, the speaker said, we face the 
greatest destructive force ever known. Men should 
call on the Lord now and meet their responsibilities. 
These may seem like mere humdrum duties but, 
from God’s vantage point, He sees them as part of 
His plan. He is pleased to see men meet their 


responsibilities and supports and defends those 
who do. 


The Rally was closed with prayer by Rev. C. A. 
Lingle, Jr., Concord. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Go ye 
into all 


the world”’ 


You can do 
His will... 


through 
your will 


Many Christians desire to further the work of the Lord not only during their 
lifetime but after their days on earth have passed. By naming the Board of 
World Missions in their will, they can accomplish this effectively, since be- 
quests to the Board are used to support the work of World Missions. 


For those who would like to remember World Missions in their will, this 
form of bequest is recommended: 


I give, devise and bequeath to the Board of World Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United States, a corporation 
organized under the laws of the State of Tennessee, with offices 
at Nashville, Tennessee, the sum of 
(or the following property, to wit: 


‘i, 


For further information regarding this method of contributing to the advance- 
ment of the Gospel of Christ, please write 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 


RoarRpD oF VORLD MISSIONS 


PreseyYTerRian CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES 





POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN, 


eo -> a | , ‘ . ° eri 
Jo Foretgu Msstous a Snare 





THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 














